The Carbon Trust Standard for Supply Chain
Independent recognition of real reductions
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It provides a robust framework for actively
measuring and managing upstream emissions,
helping organisations to identify emissions
hotspots and areas for action, then taking a
targeted approach to engaging with suppliers with
a view to achieving year-on-year reductions.
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The Carbon Trust Standard for Supply Chain is
the world’s leading independent certification for
organisations that are measuring, managing and
reducing greenhouse gas (CO2e) emissions in the
supply chain.
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Facilitate compliance

•

Independent assurance of
environmental credentials

•

Benchmark your
performance

•

Verified environmental
impact data

•

Differentiate your brand
from competitors

•

Identify opportunities for
improvement

•

Comply with regulatory
requirements

•

Improve staff retention and
attract new talent

•

Engage staff and customers

•

Meet contracting and
procurement expectations

Join the leaders
Established in 2001, the Carbon Trust works with businesses and governments across five continents,
helping them contribute to, and benefit from, a more sustainable future.
Organisations that hold the Carbon Trust Standard for Supply Chain include:
ABP Food Group

Heathrow Airport

Nationwide

PwC

Telefónica

Willmott Dixon

carbontrust.com/standard
+44 (0)20 7832 4655

Nationwide
REDUCING CO2
IN THE SUPPLY CHAIN

Nationwide, the UK’s second largest provider of
household savings and mortgages, first achieved the
Carbon Trust Standard in 2010. The building society then
became the first high street financial services provider to
achieve triple certification for carbon, water and waste
reduction in 2014. This was then followed in 2015 with
Nationwide acting as one of the pathfinders piloting the
methodology for the Carbon Trust Standard for Supply
Chain, successfully achieving the award thanks to its
work engaging suppliers around emissions reduction.
As is the case with most organisations, the majority of
emissions associated with Nationwide’s business occur
outside of its operational control. A large proportion of
these relate to the ICT, postal, and telecommunications
services that allow the building society to handle data
and communicate with customers. To address this a
focus has been put on engaging with ICT providers
to minimise emissions, as well as promoting
lower carbon transport options in supplier fleets.

Under its supplier code of conduct, Nationwide requires
shortlisted suppliers to complete a questionnaire to
help it understand how that supplier manages the
carbon footprint of its own operations and supply
chain. Using this information, the company can then
target significant suppliers and work jointly with them
in order to strengthen their sustainability capabilities
and actively support them in reducing emissions.
Nationwide has already progressed to the second of the
three levels that exist under the Carbon Trust Standard
for Supply Chain. This recognises that a hotspot analysis
of the supply chain has been completed, identifying and
prioritising critical points for engagement, and that
the business has progressed to engaging with those
suppliers. With baseline measurements established
from which future progress can be tracked, Nationwide
is now looking to work with targeted suppliers to deliver
quantified reductions in upstream emissions and qualify
for the highest level of the certification.

“As the world’s largest building society, we operate for the benefit of our 15 million members. This means that we
have an obligation to act as a responsible business, which includes following best practice on climate change and
environmental sustainability. Our four certifications to the Carbon Trust Standard support us in making continuous
progress in a number of important areas and setting a positive example, while helping us effectively communicate
our achievements to our customers, suppliers, and the wider community.”
Philippa Green, Head of Procurement, Nationwide
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